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. The CIA has lowered its esnmate of the Soviet .. _ Turner's latest estimate was made before the :
Union’s economic growth and predicts Kremlin -Joint Economic subcommittee on priorities and -
leaders “will have to make the best of a bad situa- €conomy in government on June 25, and was .
tion” through the 1980s, according. to congres- released yesterday by Sen. William Proxmire, D-
sional testimony released yesterday. e Wisc., the panel's chairman. :

The latest assessment Saxs agrlculture and: Tumer said Soviet economlL growth was
energy problems will.pose “a major-economic.  broughttoa Dear standstill by the severe weather |
headache for the Soviet leadership’” and that wors- - }ast winter:" '
ening economic conditions will foree changes m Adverse weatber' cond_lnou increased energyA
Russia’s foreign trade policy in thenextdecade.”: . demand, curtailed production and took a heavy :

“Moscow will need imports from the West more:. toll on agriculture, Turner said:. :
than ever before and the leadership may be forced'
to abandon its current conservative stance towardz,» ~ As a result, he said, 1979 gram producuon will
trade with the West,”, saxd ClA Dxrector Stansfield +; be consxderably below” last year’s record crop,

Turner. : and “we expect a large grain 1mport demand for
.« “Qverall, there is. everx reason. to beheve thatas- WEStem supplxes, - . -

~contmued decline in the rate of Soviet economic: - 4 f;:;, . “»:,i i

growth is inevitable through most of the 19805, " Energy Plcture Clouded I R 1
Turner said. . He said the Soviet economy is plagued by slow- ]

Turner predxcted the Sovnets"*total economic: growth of the labor force and capital stock, ptus
output will grow less than 3 percent annually oyer poor productivity. ,

the nextfew years “and then falk graduany : m“lrsx addition, the energy shortage will mean that

;the Soviets cannot operate all their plant and
se‘;" Wmter Cxted i ‘wth cold drov Belcw {asequipment at full capacity which, in turn, will
permal : etggﬁfg ggg e Sgﬁ;l i xt;?)llyl prod . accelerate the downward trends which we previ-

: usl r d for the'1980s,” T testif
tion declines below 8 million barrelsaday , ousyp om eclorthe urner xed.

Last year, the CIA-forécast. the: S@net economy
was entering a period-of substantially reduced
growth with an annual economxc:output of 4 L per-
cent...,’;«a -3“ . ] 3 X

PRRNPY im_.-m-

- He said- the Soviet oxl industry ‘may have
entered a no-growth stage this year, followed by
“steady production declmes begmmng as early as.
¥ nextyear.! &

"In addmon he sald. "the Sov1et energy pxcture
;. in the-1980s will" be;clouded by shortfalls in the
coal and’'nucléear power industriesy— thereby
limiting’ the«possxbumes for mter-fuel titu.-
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